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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). tn no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )H Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 May 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1-33 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-33 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 185(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 



A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 5/27/04 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-33 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



1. Claims 1-9, 1 1-26, 28-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Picco (US Patent # 6,029,045) in view of Lindstrom (US Patent # 5,029,014) in further view of 
Zigmond (US Patent # 6,571,392). 

Regarding claim 1, Picco discloses the data transmission facility assembles and transmits 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



individualized instructions (play-list) to each set-top box and the instructions indicate what local 
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content should be stored and when each piece of local content should be inserted into the live 
data streams (column 3, lines 1-13), which meets the limitation on receiving a playlist and 
program content from a program provider wherein the playlist is a list of instructions for 
rendering of one or more multimedia segments into a multimedia presentation and wherein the 
playlist contains a time when the multimedia segment is to be rendered. Picco discloses the 
broadcaster can deliver geographically localized content (column 2, lines 49-58). Picco discloses 
the broadcaster segments its viewers so advertisers may target their commercials at a particular 
portion of the broadcaster's audience (column 2, lines 59-67). 

Picco discloses the uplink facility 102 (figure 4, column 6, lines 42-56). Picco discloses 
the uplink facility multiplexes local content (segments) with the live digital stream and viewer 
information is feedback to the uplink facility to provide data about households (column 6, line 
57-column 7, line 32). Picco discloses a scheduler transmits control information instructing the 
settop box and each piece of local content has a content profile associated with it which 
determines which users may be downloaded (column 7, lines 33-61). Picco discloses the content 
profile indicating only the houses in a geographic region having a specific zip code should store 
particular content (column 7, line 61 -column 8, line 6), which meets the limitation on the playlist 
is based on demographics assembled by the program provider. Picco discloses a private data 
feed may provide local content to the set top box (column 8, lines 23-55). 

Picco discloses the digital data streams are broadcasted to users (column 3, lines 1-13 and 
column 4, lines 51-65), which meets the limitation on broadcast stream. Additionally, Picco 
discloses the system could use a network such as the Internet to broadcast the targeted 
commercial (column 14, lines 58-67); a network has a server computer (program provider) that 



Application/Control Number: 09/4 1 2,969 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2611 

will have the database memory (computer readable medium) of local content to provide to the 
user. 

Picco discloses the individualized instructions (playlist) transmitted from the data 
transmission facility indicate which piece of local content (multimedia segments required) 
should be stored and inserted into the live data stream (column 3, lines 1-13), which meets the 
limitation for receiving from the program provider the multimedia segments required by the 
playlist. 

Picco discloses the local content (segment) is output to a television to be viewed by a 
viewer (column 12, lines 24-36), which meets the limitation on receiving multimedia 
presentation on the display by rendering the segments directed by the playlist. 

Picco fails to disclose the playlist contains an entry indicating if the multimedia segment 
is rendered as video with a customized audio overlay. Lindstrom discloses the control means 1 
in response to a programmed schedule (playlist) selects a series of spot messages from the spot 
messages stored in the storage means and the control means switches sources to insert the spot 
message (column 3, line 64-column 4, line 23). Lindstrom discloses the programmed schedule 
can cause the control means can add audio signals drawn to a particular local advertiser to 
produce a custom spot message thereby producing a full motion video with audio (column 4, line 
44-column 5, line 16). Lindstrom discloses there is a need to produce inexpensive and effective 
full motion video commercials (column 2, lines 4-22). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Picco to have a playlist 
containing an entry indicating if the multimedia segment is rendered as video with a customized 
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audio overlay as taught by Lindstrom in order to enable local advertisers to produce inexpensive 
and effective full motion video commercials. 

Neither Picco nor Lindstrom discloses determining if all the multimedia segments 
required and if there is a missing segment(s), requesting the missing segment(s) from a 
secondary source that is different from the primary source. Zigmond discloses URI with 
information resource is sent along with a television broadcast 207 (primary source) and locally 
stored (column 3, lines 10-18; column 4, line 64-column 5, line 33; figure 2). Zigmond discloses 
if the URI is received, but the associated information is missing, then the URI is used to retrieve 
the missing information resource from the Internet and the information is displayed along with 
the television program (column 3, lines 28-64; figure 3), which meets the limitation on 
determining if all the multimedia segments required and if there is a missing segment(s), 
requesting the missing segment(s) from a secondary source that is different from the primary 
source. Zigmond discloses it is desired to reliable receive and display information (column 2, 
lines 36-67). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Picco in view of Lindstrom to have determining if all the 
multimedia segments required and if there is a missing segment(s), requesting the missing 
segment(s) from a secondary source that is different from the primary source as taught by 
Zigmond in order to reliably receive and display information. 

Regarding claim 2, as disclosed in claim 1 rejections, Picco discloses the selected pieces 
of the local content are stored in the set top box (column 3, lines 14-30). 
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Regarding claim 3, Picco discloses the local content (segments) may be transmitted from 
a satellite system, a cable based system, or any other type (column 4, lines 51-65), which meets 
the limitation on receiving over a broadcast infrastructure. 

Regarding claim 4, Picco discloses the database provides local content of advertisements 
(column 6, lines 57-61). Picco discloses the system could use a network such as the Internet to 
broadcast the targeted commercial (column 14, lines 58-67); a network has a server computer 
(program provider) that will have the database memory (computer readable medium) of local 
content to provide to the user. 

Regarding claim 5, Picco discloses the local content (segments) may be transmitted from 
a satellite system, a cable based system, or any other type (column 4, lines 51-65), which meets 
the limitation on receiving over a telecommunications network. 

Regarding claim 6, Picco discloses the system could use the Internet to broadcast the 
targeted commercial (column 14, lines 58-67). 

Regarding claim 7, Picco discloses the local content (segment) is output to a television to 
be viewed by a viewer (column 12, lines 24-36). 

Regarding claim 8, Picco discloses the local content (segment) are advertisements 
(column 12, lines 37-58). 

Regarding claim 9, Picco discloses the live data streams may be digital (column 3, lines 
7-10). Picco discloses the splicer determines which piece of local content to insert based on the 
size of the space in the programming data stream (column 10, line 58-column 11, line 13); digital 
data streams are segmented by bits, when the space for the local content is finished, the play list 
will indicate for the local content to stop splicing and will switch to displaying the live data 
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stream. The respective portions of the live digital data stream before and after the splicing also 
read on segments. 

Regarding claims 11-12, 14-17, the limitations in claim 11-12, 14-17 has been met in 
claims 1-6 rejections. 

Regarding claim 13, as disclosed in claim 1 rejection, Picco discloses the scheduler 
provides control information comprising a content profile that indicates that households in 
certain geographic regions should store the content (column 2, lines 49-58 and column 7, line 61- 
column 8, line 6), which meets the limitation on grouping one or more clients receiving a playlist 
based on demographics of the viewers multimedia presentation and transmitting identical playlist 
to one or more clients based on the grouping. 

Regarding claims 18-26, the limitations in claim 18-26 has been met in claims 1-9 
rejections. Picco discloses the system could use a network such as the Internet to broadcast the 
targeted commercial (column 14, lines 58-67); a network has a server computer (program 
provider) that will have the database memory (computer readable medium) of local content to 
provide to the user. 

Regarding claims 28-33, the limitations in claims 28-33 has been met in claims 1-6 
rejections. Picco discloses a system claims 1-17. 

2. Claims 10 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Picco in 
view of Lindstrom in further view of Zigmond. 

Regarding claim 10, as previously disclosed in claim 1 rejection, Picco discloses the data 
transmission facility assembles and transmits individualized instructions (play-list) to each set- 
top box and the instructions indicate what local content should be stored and when each piece of 




Application/Control Number: 09/412,969 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2611 

local content should be inserted into the live data streams (column 3, lines 1-13). Additionally, 
as disclosed in claim 1 rejection, Lindstrom discloses the programmed schedule can cause the 
control means can add audio signals drawn to a particular local advertiser to produce a custom 
spot message thereby producing a full motion video with audio (column 4, line 44-column 5, line 



Neither Picco, Lindstrom, nor Zigmond discloses the time of rendering being the date. 
The examiner takes Official Notice that a date being a form of time is notoriously well known in 
the art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Picco in view of Lindstrom in further view of Zigmond to have the 
instructions or the schedule for the time of rendering content comprise of a date for rendering 
content in order to provide a more specific time of rendering content. 

Regarding claim 27, the limitations in claim 27 have been met in claim 10 rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason J. Chung whose telephone number is (703) 305-7362. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew L Faile can be reached on (703) 305-4380. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



16). 



Conclusion 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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